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Third Reich Study Group Bulletin 
April 2025, Volume LX, Number 2 (#235) 

 

  Yet another incredible issue!! 

The Ballad of Captain Heinrich Bauer- 
Calvin Deem does it again. Discover the 
fascinating life of Capt. Bauer and his 
experiences with the Hindenburg through 
some very special covers. 

Wehrmacht Propaganda cards- 
Designed by Gottfried Klein, we explore 
the flags of the branches of the German 
military.  We even catch a glimpse of 
other stamps that Klein had designed.  
Think Gothic and dramatic! 

The cancellations of Hitlers’ 50th 
Birthday stamps - We display the 
standard eight hard-to-find cancellations 
along with the five postcards, but check 
out the “mystery” ninth.  Do you have it? 

A Feldpost Cinderella.  Have you seen 
it?  Is it real or fake?  We will let you know! 

Also, Tough Trivia with detailed 
answers (a fan favorite), a great 
AuctionWatch!, and one of the most 
interesting Danzig articles you'll ever 
read!  

ENJOY! 

Help! I strive to keep this 
website and journal free and 
accessible for everyone. I do 
not want to begin charging 
dues or putting up passwords 
and firewalls on this website. 
Philately should be for 
everyone! 

However, I could use a few 
dollars to cover expenses. You 
can support us by donating 
through PayPal on our website 
or by sending a check made 
out to Chris Kolker to 25 
Parkwoods Drive, Norwich, CT 
06360. Thank you for your 
continued support. You are 
what makes our study group 
great!  

We invite submissions of all 
article types, including long 
and short pieces, as well as 
introductory material and 
expert contributions. We need 
them all! Please email your 
articles, scans, or ideas to 
kolkermd@att.net. Stay calm 
and keep collecting! 
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What is this?  See page 82 for 
the answer! 
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To our Esteemed Readers: 

 

It’s that time of year again. It's stamp time. And do we have a great journal for 
you!  

First, we start off with some rare cancellations made for the Michel 691 
birthday stamp.  It can be a lifelong effort to collect all eight cancellations, 
much less trying to find the mysterious 9th cancellation. 

Calvin Deem has graciously shared some of his Zeppelin covers associated 
with Captain Heinrich Bauer of the Hindenburg.  Since some refer to the 
1937 disaster of its crashing, his covers are an extraordinary find. This is the 
highlight of this journal.  

Next, we take a look at some Gottfried Klein-designed propaganda cards 
featuring the Nazi armed forces. We then briefly examine some of the stamps 
he designed. Gothic and dramatic are certainly his hallmarks. 

Our "Is It Real or Is It Fake? " column examines an obscure propaganda 
stamp. Even the auctioneers seem to be confused at times about what it is. 
Can you tell if it’s genuine or fake?  Do you know where it came from? This one 
will be a challenge. 

AuctionWatch! shows some of the better deals you’ll ever find. It’s a great 
time to buy, and once you see some of the excellent material at fairly 
reasonable prices, I think you’ll agree. It’s worth a look. 

I also found a collection of stamps on propaganda cards. It’s not exactly heavy 
reading, but the artwork is quite good, and it effectively shows how philately 
permeated German society during that time. It makes for some interesting 
collecting, so be sure to check it out. 

For our Danzig section, I put in a wonderful article about airmail with the 
world’s largest plane flying in and out of Danzig in the early 1930s. The author 
has some great photographs and covers, and it’s incredibly well-researched. 
Although the article is 25 years old, it remains a wonderful read. 
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Finally, you need to check out the trivia. It was quite challenging, but I 
invested a lot of time into it. Several of you have told me you like the 
explanations, so I conducted some research and tried to make the 
explanations for the answers more comprehensive. Although there are fewer 
questions than last time, I think each one poses a challenge. I did put one in 
that’s pretty much a gimme, so our self-esteem can remain intact. 

 Once again, I would love to see more of you participate. I’m always interested 
in receiving articles from you. While I enjoy writing, I enjoy reading even more, 
so I’d love to read and see what you have. Whether it’s big or small, for 
beginners or for the more advanced, let me take a look at what you have, and 
we’ll make it look great for you!  

Check out the website: www.trsg-usa.com. Review the slideshow. Be sure to 
check out some of the archived articles; it’s a great website where you can 
learn a great deal from both the carousel of rare stamps and all the various 
articles and compilations that have been compiled. Spend a bit of time there; 
you’ll be glad you did!  

Don’t forget about the Great American Stamp Show in Schaumburg, IL, in 
August.  I hope many of you can attend, as I plan to hold a business meeting 
afterward, allowing everyone to share their thoughts on what they would like 
to see from the group. 

Now is the time to sit back and enjoy the latest issue of the Third Reich Study 
Group Journal’s  April 2025 version. Have a wonderful spring, and we’ll see 
you in July!   

Start writing, keep collecting, and always remain calm. 

 

Your Editor, 

 

Chris  

www.trsg-usa.com
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Stamps of the Third Reich 

 

For this issue, I am going to do something I do not 
usually do:  I am going to feature a Hitler stamp.  This 
is not to say that we somehow approve or condone 
his murderous regime, but the cancellations 
associated with it are available but hard to find, and 
most don’t know that there is a set of eight and even 
a mystery ninth to discuss. 

 

The Amtsblatt No. 35  April 12, 1939 

 

No. 169/1939 Postage Stamp 

 

For the Fuhrer’s 50th birthday, the German Reichspost will issue a special, 
steel-engraved stamp with a face value of 12+38 Pfg and measuring 27.5 X 
32.8 mm.  The stamp was designed by Professor Richard Klein (Munich), 
based on a photograph by Professor Heinrich Hoffmann, the official NSDAP 
photographer, and depicts the Fuhrer on 12th March 1938 in Braunau, the city 
of his birth. 

Furthermore, special postcards are to be issued, printed in photogravue with a 
6+19 Pfg Fuhrer portrait stamp (1938 issue)/  the reverse side of the postcards 
shows 5 different photographs of the Fuhrer, taken by Professor Heinrich 
Hoffmann.  The 19 Pfg and 38 Pfg surcharges will be donated towards the 
Fuhrer’s Culture Fund. 

The commemorative stamps will be sold at Post- and Government Mail 
Offices on the 13th of April.  Sales of the Fuhrer’s commemorative Birthday 
stamp are to be extensively promoted.  Clean and neat cancellation of the 
stamps is of particular importance. 

Michel 691 Stanley Gibbons 
679 and Scott B137 
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Accounts are to be processed in accordance with regulations in Amtsblatt Ref. 
No. 270/1936S.392. Reichspost Directorates have received special 
instructions regarding delivery of the postage stamps. 

 

Harper, in Stamps of Germany Third Reich, says, “This is one of the most 
dramatically designed of the Hitler stamps.  This photo was taken on Hitler’s 
visit to his birthplace on 12th March 1938, the day of the Austrian Anschluss.  
Unfortunately, the house in which Hitler was born is not shown, probably as 
the background with the church steeple was thought more dramatic.” 

 

The cancellations: 

They are very well done, and include all of Hitler’s conquests up to that point: 
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Those eight are: 

 

• Berlin – German capital – the War Memorial 
• Braunau Hitler’s birthplace- the street where Hitler was born 
• Eger- the principle city of the Sudetenland, “The Sudetenland is 

German” 
• Memel – the city Theater “Memelland is German”. 
• Munich- the earliest city involved in Nazism’s rise.  The Eternal Guard, is 

pictured, the memorial to th fallen of the Munich Nazi putsch 
• Nuremberg – The city of the Nazi party rallies.   The Nuremberg Castle is 

pictured. 
• Saarbrucken – The Gau theatre is 

shown here: the Saar is German” 
• Vienna-  St. Stephen’s Church is 

shown.  “Austria is German” 

 

Is there a ninth? 

This cancellation is mentioned in 
Harper’s book, and the author has 
seen this before.  However, this was 
issued on April 20, 1939, well before 
the September invasion of Danzig and the rest of Poland.  The question then 
arises: Would this have ever been used, given that it translates to “Adolf Hitler, 
First Citizen of the Free State of Danzig”?  He was popular there at the time, 
but he still did not control the city.  We will let you decide! 
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The postcards commemorating Hitler’s 50th birthday: 

 

 

Hitler received flowers from Hitler's maidens. 

 

 

  
 

Left:  Hitler receives a bouquet from a small girl.  This turned into a 
mocking Allied stamp where the girl is spitting on Hitler, also known as 
the Spittler! 

Right, Hitler without a hat – a rare sight. 
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Left:  A more typical Hitler 
pose.  Below:  Hitler 
greeting Goebbel’s six 
children. 
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The Ballad of Captain 
Heinrich Bauer 

Calvin Deem 

 

 

Captain Heinrich Bauer  - Captain Bauer 
was the helmsman of the Graf Zeppelin 
and later survived the Hindenburg crash.  
He served in the German Army in WWII 
and survived until 1979.  
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Hindenburg 
Zeppelin covers of 
May 1936 
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Max Zabel – 

Navigator and 
postmaster 
on the final 
flight. 

Letter sent to 
regular 
philatelic 
mail 
subscribers 
by Zeppelin 
agent in the 
US. 

385 out of 
17,000 
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Above: A Graf Zeppelin cover from Frankfurt to Vienna, featuring 
two special cachets dated August 20, 1939. 

 Below: This cover was mailed from Brussels, Belgium, to Frankfurt 
before being sent on the Zeppelin to transport it to Essen, 
complete with two special cachets.. 
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Above:  A Graf Zeppelin cover from Frankfurt to Syracuse, NJ, December 
1, 1938 

Below:  A Zeppelin cover featuring the Europe- North America transit 
route, dated June 27, 1936 
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  Unlike some of the others, this is an official postcard of the Airship mail system 
that was once used on the Graf Zeppelin II on August 13, 1939, as it traveled 
from Frankfurt to Eger(Egerland) in the Sudetenland and then Warnsdorf in far 
northern Germany, on the Baltic coast. 

 

 

The front 
of the 
card, 
showing 
an aerial 
view of 
Leipzig. 
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Is it Real or Is It Fake? 
 

Hopefully, over the last four issues of Is It Real or Is It Fake?, I have captured 
your attention. It isn’t so easy, is it? You must pay attention to the details, and 
my, aren’t there always so many details?  

Here is another opportunity. They occasionally appear at auctions but are 
often misidentified or not identified at all. In fact, it appears that many 
auctioneers are unsure of their role. So, take a look below. The four stamps 
here are either all some form of fake, or they are all real. But if they are real or 
clever forgeries, what are they?  

Here is one hint: the Scott Catalogue won’t help you, and neither will the 
Michel Catalogue after 1991! 

 

 

 

  

Are They 
Real or 

Are They 
Fake? 
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The Answer:  They are Real! 

 
However, they are Cinderella stamps, never met for postage, explaining the 
notable lack of pricing on these stamps. 

Specifically, they are from Erfurt, Germany, and were printed in Paris in 1943.  
These stamps were issued by the Nachtjagd ( Night Hunter) and Sturmjager 
(Storm Hunter) Associations in support of the Bindersleben Air Force Base 
there.   

The fourth one is an incomplete essay, meaning it is not fully completed, as it 
omits the last layer, the archer. 

These cincerellas were not professionally printed, and as a result, they come 
in a variety of different hues and colors.  Therefore, one cannot determine 
whether they are “legitimate” solely by their color. 

The proofs seem to be the most sought-after and valuable items, selling for as 
little as $30 at auction to approximately $120 retail, with some selling on 
demand for as low as $75.   

Germanstamps.net shows us some tete-beche combinations. No available 
prices were given, however. 
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The “Victorious Flags and Standards of the German 
Wehrmacht” Propaganda Postcards of Nazi 

Germany 
 

I found this at auction, and I believe it might be a complete set of the military 
standards of the various branches of the Nazi military.  However, I really don’t 
have any proof of that.  If you know more about these than I do, please let me 
know at kolkermd@att.net.  Otherwise, enjoy the cards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Air Force', Propaganda Postcard, Third 
Reich Nazi Germany 

 

 

mailto:kolkermd@att.net
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Antiaircraft 'Artillery”, Propaganda Postcard, Third Reich Nazi Germany 

 

 

 

 

'Navy', Propaganda Postcard, Third 
Reich Nazi Germany 
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'Fighter Pilots', Propaganda Postcard, Third 
Reich Nazi Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Air News', Propaganda Postcard, Third Reich Nazi 
Germany 
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'Submarine Weapon', Propaganda Postcard, Third 
Reich Nazi Germany 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Tank Defense', Propaganda Postcard, Third 
Reich Nazi Germany 
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'Vehicle Transport, Propaganda 
Postcard, Third Reich Nazi Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

1942 'Artillery', Propaganda Postcard, 
Third Reich Nazi Germany 
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'Cavalry', Propaganda Postcard, Third Reich 
Nazi Germany 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

'Fog Troops', Propaganda Postcard, Third Reich 
Nazi Germany 
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'Mountain Troops', Propaganda Postcard, Third 
Reich Nazi Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Pioneers', Propaganda Postcard, Third Reich Nazi 
Germany 
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‘Infantry', Propaganda Postcard, Third Reich Nazi Germany 

 

The artist is Gottfried Klein, who was perhaps the most famous of all the 
propaganda card illustrators. One might describe his style as both Gothic and 
dramatic. 

He also forayed into stamps just a bit. On the following page are the stamps 
he designed for the Third Reich. 

  



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin, April 2025, Vol. LX, #236) #2  30 | P a g e  
 

Gottfried Klein-designed stamps 

 

 

 
  

Scott B231-6, 
Michel 845-49, 
April 13, 1943 

Scott B216, 
Michel 829, 
January 26, 
1943, 10th 
anniversary of 
Hitler seizing 
power 

Scott B252, Michel 865, January 29, 
1944, the 11th anniversary of Hitler 
seizing power 
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AuctionWatch! 
Bargains are out there, and the auction season is upon us.  This is 

maybe the best time of the year to pick up some great stuff.  Use that tax 
refund for things that matter:  Stamps!!! 

Daniel Kelleher Auctions: 

 

1941, Yugoslavia 0.50-50d 'LUBIANA' overprint, complete set 

(Scott NC1-NC10), Very Fine. 

Scott $837  Suggested Bid $215 

SOLD for $200.00 
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1933, 100pf orange & black 
Hindenburg (Scott 
414), watermark 126 network, 
original gum, never hinged, 
Extremely Fine. 
Scott $135 
 
Suggested Bid $42 
UNSOLD 
 

1934 Colonial 
Explorers complete 
(Scott 432-435), original 
gum, never hinged, Fine 
to Very Fine. 
Michel 540-543. 
Scott $145 
 
Suggested Bid $42 
SOLD for $23.00 
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1934 Saar Plebiscite 
complete (Scott 444-
445), original gum., never 
hinged, Very Fine to 
Extremely Fine. 
Michel 544-545. 
Scott $68 
Suggested Bid $52 
SOLD for $28.00 
 

1935 Railway 
Centenary 
complete (Scott 
459-462), set of 4, 
original gum., 
never hinged, Very 
Fine. 
Michel 580-583. 
Scott $98 
 

Suggested Bid 
$32 
SOLD for $18.00 
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1936, 10th 
Anniversary of 
Luthansa (Scott 
469), original gum, 
never hinged, Fine to 
Very Fine. 
Scott $50 
 
UNSOLD 
 

1938, 42pf+108pf 
Brown Ribbon (Scott 
B119), original gum, 
never hinged, Extremely 
Fine. 
Michel 671y. 
Scott $115 
Suggested Bid $30 
SOLD for $16.00 
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1933 Nothilfe souvenir sheet (Scott B58), original gum, stamp never 
hinged, hinged in selvage only, Extremely Fine. 
Michel Block 2. 
Scott $1,150 
Suggested Bid $370 
SOLD for $225.00 
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Christoph  
Gärtner 
Auktionen 
  

1941 "The 
Speaking 
Field Post 
Letter": 
Record + 
cover 1941 to 
Frankfurt with 
Oberursel 
1941 
postmark.  
Sold for 480€ 
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1944 Five propaganda forgeries, including four British stamps overprinted with 
"LIQUIDATION OF EMPIRE" and 1/2d. "JAMAICA," 1d. "BERMUDA," 1 1/2d. 
"BAHAMAS," and 3d. "TRINIDAD," all canceled, as well as an American forgery 
'Hitler with Skull' 12 Pf. mint.  Sold for 90 € 
 

943, 20 Pf, 30 Pf, 1 RM triangular donation stamps "PIRATIA" with 
an image of a pirate ship on a field post letter from 1st NDEA 
Meissen to the Leipzig Reserve Hospital with the letter stamp 
"Nachr.Dolm.Ers.Abteilung," ancillary postmark DAY OF THE 
WEHRMACHT 1943, and postal day stamp MEISSEN 3 - 8.4.43 
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1940-1943, DAY OF THE 
WEHRMACHT, the so-called 
"ROMMEL MEMORIAL SHEET" 
(4 pages) with French, Italian, 
Libyan, and Tunisian stamps and 
corresponding postmarks, as well 
as a captured stamp from the 
British Field Post Office, ARMY 
SIGNALS 21.VI.42, 
commemorating the capture of 
Tobruk, and an Egyptian stamp, 
ABU HAGAG, in Arabic and Latin 
script, commemorating the battle 
for EL ALAMEIN. With facsimile 
signature "Rommel / Field 
Marshal," sold in 1943 by the 
office Feldpost Number L 31554 
(= Regimental Staff, Flak 
Regiment 102, DAK German 
Afrika Korps) for the benefit of the 
War Winter Relief Fund, 
numbered 1464/2000. Detached 
from the box. With explanatory 
flyer from the Sieger/Lorch 
company, circa 1960. SOLD for 
120€ 
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1945, EAST PRUSSIA 
FIELD POSTCARD with 
typical usage defects, 
various propaganda 
stickers “Brave and 
True!” on the back. 
 
SOLD for 280€ 
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See next page…….. 
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Both the preceding page and this cover show German POW letters that 
ultimately went to Camp Chaffee, Arkansas.  Notice the competing strips 
indicating that they had been censored by both the Americans and the 
Germans, along with the many overprints and scribblings of German 
censorship.  SOLD for 80€ 
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1940/1945: "Red Cross Postal Message Scheme", cover franked with 
British 3d Centenary, addressed for Geneva, Switzerland, held in 
France during German occupation for 5 years, red L1 "Parvenue en 
suisse; avril 1945" on front and machine arrival on reverse confirm 
the long delay. British censor seal "OPENED BY CENSOR 1658". 
Excellent example of interrupted mail. SOLD for €100 
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Paradise Valley Stamp Company 

 

 
  

GERMAN OCCUPATION OF LITHUANIA - VILNIUS, 1941, 80k DARK 
BROWNISH RED, 1r BLACK & DARK RED WITH "VILNIUS" 
OVERPRINTS MINT NEVER HINGED, well-centered and fresh, very fine, 
both with several older expert signatures, with 1990 Krischke BPP cert., very 
scarce high values, cat. Michel 17-18 @ €3,800.00 
 
Available for $1200 
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1941 French Legion – Polar Bear Issue. Unhinged, original 
gum, mint condition, Available for $100 

Editor’s note: We showcase this one frequently, as it is a 
favorite among the Auction Houses. Still, $100 is the lowest 
price I have seen it in years! 
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Old Louis Auctions: 

 

 

1934 Third Reich, Germany, Berlin, '24th International Congress', 
Luggage Tag - SOLD for $35 
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Third Reich Study Group Bulletin, April 2025, Vol. LX, #236) #2  58 | P a g e  
 

Stamps on Propaganda Cards 
 

Our friends at the American Topical Association have a group called “Stamps 
on Stamps.” In this light, I thought I would try to find some stamps on 
propaganda cards. I discovered that it is a bit more common than I had 
supposed. This will not be our most sophisticated or scholarly article of all 
time. But, hey, why not enjoy looking at a little bit of history?  

Below is a collection of stamps or stamp likenesses on propaganda postcards 
from the Third Reich. Enjoy! 

 

 

1939 'Our Guide', Propaganda Postcard, Third Reich Nazi Germany 
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1936 'German Music According to Motifs of German Stamps', Propaganda Postcard 

 

 

 

1936 'German Family According to Motives for German Stamps', Propaganda Postcard 
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1936 'German Aviation According to Motifs of German Stamps', Propaganda Postcard 

 

 

 

1936 'German Work According to Motives for German Stamps', Propaganda Postcard 
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1939 'Danzig', Propaganda Postcard 
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1941 'Two Volker and a Fight', Propaganda Postcard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1938 'Special Show the Sachsian Stamp as Part of the Sachsenam Plant in 1938 in the 
Beautiful Dresden' 
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 January 7, 1936 Stamp Day 
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A related poster for January 7, 1936 Stamp Day 
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1938 'People a Reich are One Guide!' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     1938 'Great German Reich Party Day' 
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                                              1938 'Great German Reich Party Day' 
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1942 'The Palatinate in the Rhine Near Kaub', 
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            1941 'Town Hall in Münster in Westphalia' 
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                                   1941 'Porta Nigra in Trier' 
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     1941 'Town Hall in Thorn' 
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Trivia 

 

I am sparing nobody!!!  That sounds like something a Nazi would say, but in 
this case, all it means is that I chose some pretty hard questions this time 
around.  Hard enough, in fact, that I think everyone will find these questions 
tough. 

Good luck! 

 

1. Which two German generals came to Rommel's home to arrest him for 
treason for his complicity in the 20th July bomb plot to kill Hitler? 

 

A.  Hermann Hoth and Hans Krebs 
 

B.  Heinz Guderian and Erich Hoepner 
 

C. Wilhelm Burgdorf and Ernst Maisel 
 

D. Kurt Zeitzler and Wilhelm Burgdorf 

 

2. Which famous Japanese battleship was sunk on 7th April 1945 after 
being attacked by US aircraft? 

A. Mutsu 
 

B. Yamato 
 

C. Nagato 
 

D. Musashi 
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3. Who succeeded Reinhard Heydrich as Chief of the SD and RSHA in 
January 1943? 

 

A.  Adolf Eichmann 

B. Hans Frank 

C. Odilo Globocnik 

D. Ernst Kaltenbrunner 

 

4. Which US general who evacuated the Phillipines in 1942 famously said, 
"I came out of Bataan and I shall return"? 

 

A. General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
 

B. General Omar Bradley 
 

C. General Mark Clark 
 

D. General Douglas MacArthur 

 

5. Which German officer rescued Mussolini from Gran Sasso after he was 
imprisoned by his Italian countrymen? 

A. Fritz Witt 
 

B. Max Wünsche 
 

C. Joachim Peiper 
 

D. Otto Skorzeny 
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6. Which British general commanded the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) 
in France during 1940 and was rescued from Dunkirk? 

 

A. General Harold Alexander 
 

B. General Lord Gort 
 

C. General Bernard Montgomery 
 

D. General Edmund Ironside 

 

7. Which Russian general displayed considerable bravery personally 
leading a counter-attack against German tanks armed only with a pistol in 
the early days of Operation Barbarossa in 1941? 

 

A. Georgy Zhukov 
 

B. Kliment Voroshilov 
 

C. Ivan Konev 
 

D. Vasily Chuikov 

 

8. Who was Hitler's last Chief of the Army General Staff? 

 A. General Kurt Zeitzler 

 B. General Alfred Jodl 

 C. General Hans Krebs 

D.  General Wilhelm Burgdorf 
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9. Which US admiral was blamed for heavy American losses at the Battle 
of Leyte Gulf in 1944 by his commanding officer Admiral Nimitz? 

 

A. Admiral William Halsey 
 

B. Admiral Ernest King 
 

C. Admiral Raymond A. Spruance 
 

D. Admiral Harold Rainsford Stark 

 

10. What famous battle was referred to by Winston Churchill as "not the 
beginning of the end, but, perhaps, the end of the beginning"? 
 

 A. Battle of Stalingrad 

 B. Battle of Kursk 

 C. Battle of Britain 

 D.  Battle of El Alamein 
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The Answers 

 

1. Which two German generals came to Rommel's home to arrest him for 
treason for his complicity in the 20th July bomb plot to kill Hitler? 

The correct answer was Wilhelm Burgdorf and Ernst Maisel 

 

General Wilhelm Burgdorf and General Ernst Maisel arrested Rommel at his 
home. While he undoubtedly knew the nationalistic officers involved, he did 
not know the details of the plan and was uninvolved in this plot. In fact, 
Rommel wanted Hitler removed from power because of the pointlessness of 
the war but not killed. 

He chose to commit suicide rather than face a trial which would have resulted 
in the persecution of his family.  Hitler told everyone that he died in battle, and 
Rommel was given a state funeral, complete with a day of mourning in 
October 1944. 

 

2. Which famous Japanese battleship was sunk on 7th April 1945 after being 
attacked by US aircraft? 

The correct answer was the Yamato 

 

The Yamato was the most heavily fortified battleship ever made in the history 
of the world to that point.  Although only seeing combat one time, at the Battle 
of Leyte Gulf, it was sent out in March 1945 to desperately try to defend 
Okinawa.  She was sunk by 386 US aircraft on 7th April 1945, 200km from 
Okinawa. The Japanese battleship was finally destroyed by 8 bombs and 10 
torpedo hits. 
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3. Who succeeded Reinhard Heydrich as Chief of the SD and RSHA in January 
1943? 

The correct answer was Ernst Kaltenbrunner 

 

Ernst Kaltenbrunner succeeded Heydrich in January 1943 after Heydrich was 
assassinated by Czech patriots. 

Kaltenbrunner was thus in charge of both the Gestapo and the concentration 
camp system from 1943-45.  He became the chief architect of mass gassing 
in the concentration camps.  After the war, Kaltenbrunner was convicted at 
the Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal and executed on 16 October 1946 by 
hanging. 

 

4. Which US general who evacuated the Philippines in 1942 famously said, "I 
came out of Bataan, and I shall return"? 

The correct answer was General Douglas MacArthur 

 

This is the easy question of the ten.  We all need a break from time to time! 

General Douglas MacArthur kept his word. He commanded US forces when 
the Philippines were recaptured from Japanese control in 1944. 

 

5. Which German officer rescued Mussolini from Gran Sasso after he was 
imprisoned by his Italian countrymen? 

The correct answer was Otto Skorzeny 

 

Otto Skorzeny (born 1908, Vienna—died July 5, 1975, Madrid) was 
a Nazi SS officer who gained fame in 1943 for his daring rescue of Benito 
Mussolini from confinement at Campo Imperatore in the Abruzzi mountains, 
where he had been imprisoned by Marshal Pietro Badoglio. Skorzeny joined 
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the Nazi Party in 1933 and became a colonel in the Waffen SS during World 
War II. In 1944 he played a leading part in the roundup and torture of anti-
Hitler conspirators after the failure of the July 20 assassination plot. On Oct. 
17, 1944, he led an SS unit to the Budapest royal palace and arrested the 
Hungarian leader Adm. Miklos Horthy. During the Germans’ Ardennes 
offensive during Christmas week 1944, Skorzeny directed the infiltration of 
hundreds of English-speaking Germans clad in U.S. uniforms behind the 
Allied lines.  

After the war, he was acquitted by the International Military Tribunal (1947) in 
Nürnberg on the testimony of a British officer who maintained that Skorzeny 
had done nothing that his Allied counterparts would not have attempted. 
While awaiting a West German denazification trial in 1949, he escaped 
from Darmstadt prison and spent his remaining years in Spain. 

 

6. Which British general commanded the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in 
France during 1940 and was rescued from Dunkirk? 

The correct answer was General Lord Gort 

 

 Following the Phony War, the 1940 German breakthrough in the Ardennes 
divided the Allied forces. Communications between the British Expeditionary 
Forces (BEF) and the French effectively broke down, and on May 25, Gort 
made the unilateral decision to disregard his orders for a southward attack by 
his forces. Gort’s command position was challenging, serving under French 
high command, theater command, and army group command while also 
being responsible to London. 

Withdrawing northward, the BEF, along with many French soldiers, was 
evacuated during the Battle of Dunkirk. The disposition of the BEF attracted 
criticism, both at the time and in hindsight, for being too conventional—
chiefly due to the lack of any kind of defensive works. Some credit Gort with 
reacting efficiently to the ensuing crisis. Many regard Gort’s decision to 
withdraw the BEF from probable capture as instrumental in helping Britain 
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stay in the war and preventing British morale from collapsing due to the 
defeats of 1940.  

Others hold a more critical view of Gort’s leadership in 1940, seeing his 
decision not to follow orders to join the French in organizing a large-scale 
counterattack as defeatist and undermining of the overall Allied reaction. He 
later went on to become the Military Governor of Gibraltar and Malta for the 
remainder of World War II. 

 

7. Which Russian general displayed considerable bravery personally leading a 
counter-attack against German tanks armed only with a pistol in the early 
days of Operation Barbarossa in 1941? 

The correct answer was Kliment Voroshilov 

  
Voroshilov was, if nothing else, quite the survivalist. Even without formal 
military training, he maintained a fierce loyalty to Stalin, even as he 
acknowledged Stalin’s murderous capabilities. By 1940, he oversaw 
military forces during the Finnish war, which did not go well for the 
Russians. 

For most people, that would have been a death sentence, but his personal 
connections with Stalin and his charm kept him alive. By 1941, he 
commanded troops in the Northwest Soviet Union and became well known for 
attacking tanks with nothing more than a handgun.  

However, that ultimately failed, and he allowed Leningrad to be surrounded, 
which led to his dismissal. Nevertheless, he lingered on, somehow managing 
to evade the purges. It was believed that in 1953, his life was in jeopardy when 
Stalin died.  

After Khrushchev rose to power, Voroshilov oversaw Hungary’s transition to a 
Soviet-style of communism in 1956 and even took part in a failed coup against 
Khrushchev.  

Remarkably, he died of natural causes at the age of 89. 
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8. Who was Hitler's last Chief of the Army General Staff? 

The correct answer was General Hans Krebs 

Amidst the tumultuous landscape of World War II, Krebs occupied a 
kaleidoscope of staff roles, showcasing his mettle on various fronts. His 
sojourn on the Eastern Front bore fruit in February 1942, propelling him to the 
esteemed rank of Generalmajor. Simultaneously, he assumed the mantle of 
Chief of Staff for the 9th Army, orchestrating strategic maneuvers with finesse. 

In the throes of March 1943, Krebs undertook a pivotal role as the Chief of 
Staff for Army Group Centre, a position demanding astute military acumen. By 
April 1943, his endeavors were rewarded with a promotion to the rank of 
Generalleutnant, and his trajectory further soared to the exalted rank of 
General of Infantry come August 1944. 

The Western Front beckoned Krebs, who assumed the mantle of Chief of Staff 
of Army Group B from September 1944 to February 1945. Post this stint, he 
ascended to the role of Deputy Chief of the Army General Staff in the ensuing 
month of February 1945. 

On the first day of April in 1945, Krebs assumed the pivotal role of Chief of the 
Army General Staff.  From that time on, since he spoke Russian, he served as 
a conduit in negotiating a cease fire with the Russians.  But in the subsequent 
weeks, Stalin let it be known that unconditional surrender was the only 
acceptable alternative to Germany’s annihilation.  Despondent over the 
suicides of Hitler, Eva Braun, and the Goebbels, he killed himself on May 1, 
1945. 
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9. Which US admiral was blamed for heavy American losses at the Battle of 
Leyte Gulf in 1944 by his commanding officer Admiral Nimitz? 

The correct answer was Admiral William Halsey 

 

This question stems from an infamous telegram message sent by Admiral 
Nimitz to Admiral William Halsey. The Battle of Leyte Gulf is still the largest 
naval battle in history. 

It started when the Japanese consolidated all its forces into a Northern and 
Southern group.  The Northern group was tasked with baiting the US forces at 
Leyte Gulf, and then the Southern group was to attack from the South. 

Admiral Halsey did fall for the Japanese ruse.  Because of that, Nimitz 
telegraphed Halsey, “Where is Task Force 34, (Halsey’s command)…the world 
wonders?” 

Halsey took it to be sarcastic, even though different endings like this were 
often used in telegrams to make them harder to decipher. 

Still, Halsey fell for the Japanese bluff and was blamed for the loss of an 
aircraft carrier and three destroyers at the Battle of Leyte Gulf.  Overall, the 
Japanese navy was largely destroyed, despite the use of kamikaze pilots for 
the first time.  The most heavily armed battleship in the world, the Japanese 
battleship Yamato, was sunk.  The mainland of Japan now lay defenseless to 
the Americans after the battle. 

 

10. What famous battle was referred to by Winston Churchill as "not the 
beginning of the end, but, perhaps, the end of the beginning"? 
 

The correct answer was Battle of El Alamein 

 

Churchill referred to the Battle of El Alamein, a key turning point in World War 
II. This battle marked the first piece of good news for the Allies during the 
conflict. Following the humiliating evacuation at Dunkirk and the loss of 
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colonies in Asia, particularly the capitulation of Singapore, this battle dashed 
hopes for Axis domination in North Africa. It demonstrated to the world that 
the Axis could be defeated and were likely overextended. Churchill 
understood that many dark days lay ahead, with the Nazis still firmly 
entrenched in Europe, but at last, the Axis powers had to play defense – 
signaling the start of their downfall. 

 

 

  Keep Calm and Keep 

Collecting! 

And start writing! 
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One More Thing 
 

We don’t see this too often at auction, so enjoy: 

 

This is the 60h Sudeten Lowlands stamps, printed but never actually issued 
when the Germans entered the Sudetenland in 1938. Michel says that a small 
number of genuinely canceled covers are known but then states: There is no 
official documentation of this issue. 

This image is taken from Germanstates.net.  It is not a cover, and the 
cancellation is not very clear. 

Would you buy it?  Let me know what you think at kolkermd@att.net! 


