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Beutgche Biengtpost @stland

(Part 2) by Jim Lewis

3.) Dispatch of Diengtpost Mail

Mail dispatch was an especially difficult problem because of the
vastness of the area. Altnough war damage in the Baltic states, in
contrast to White Russia, had not been severe, retreating Russzans
had caused considerable damage to rail lines & bridges. The first
Dienstpost dispatches were sent by freight trains running to the
border stations of Eydtkau and Memel. The rail line between Riga and
Tilsit was quickly restored and a courier express service begun to
transport Dienstpost mail between Germany and the towns of Schaulen,
Mitau and Riga. Other rall lines were gradually repaired, a difficult
task because the narrow gauge tracks, often single track for long
stretches, were overloaded by military transports to the Front. The
rail lines were covered by ice and snow during the severs winter of
1941/42, slowing mail transporis considerably. Only very gradually
could postal trains operate on a regular schedule but even then
service could be halted for days due to snow drifts.

Initially freight cars were used as improvised mail cars. After their
improvement and modification to narrow gauge track, numerous configcated
mail cars were pressed into service. Ten of these were operated only

by German postal employees, five by German and indigenous employees

and fifty two only by indigenous employees. Railroad personnel carried
sealed mail bags on six additional stretches. All rail lines and mail
processing was under the Jurlsdlctlon of the "Bahnpostamt Riga” (Rail-
way Post Office Riga), which had its own cancelling devices.
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Fig. 7 ) German
style oval rail-
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the Riga-Libau
i line on cover
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Fig. 8) Official
cover sent to

Kauen from "Reichs-
Verkehrs Direktion
Riga" (Reichs trans-
port Management) has
regigtry label and
cancels of DDPO Riga.
dated Jan. 21, 1944,

In addition to raillines, there were boat connections on the Memel
River between Georgenburg and Kauen and to the Estonian islands of
Dagtd, Moon and Worms. which were used to ferry mail. No special
cancels are known to have been used Tor such boat mail.

As the railroad could not possible handle all mail dispatch, a network
of motor transport routes was gradually established with a few German
postal buses, cars from private transportation companies and captured
Russian motor pools. This network bridged the large overiand stretches
between Eydtkau, Kauen, Riga, Tilsit, Memel and Riga, servicing the
Dienstpost offices along these routes as well as civil post offices.
Besides 54 postal bus lines which were also used for passenger traffic
(a total of 3,324 Kilometers), there were six roads (222 Km.) used

goley for postal communications. The central points for repair of postal
vehicles were postal bus offices established in Reval, Riga and Xauen.

For rapid delivery of Dienstpost mail {including private mail of firms,
ete.) airmail service became available in 1942 with a route from Berlin-
Danzig-Ktnigsberg-Riga-Reval-Helsinki. Kauen was added to the route

in 1943 as.an intermediate station.
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This airmail service was provided by the German Iufthansa four times

a week and could deliver mail to Germany in a matter of hours instead
of the 2-3 days required for mail sent by the railroads. This service
was not generally used for domestic Dienstpost and civil mail within

the Ostland area as surface transportation was deemed adeguate.
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Fig.9 ) Registered airmail cover to Berlin posted at the
DDPO office in Reval, Estonia in Oct. "42. Note "Aa" hand
stamp applied by Kdnigsberg censor office $o denote that
letter was passed unopened.

C.) Dissolution of the Deutsche Dienstpost Ostland 194l /k3

The Soviet offensives during 1944 led to a shortening of the
northern sector of the EFastern front. The loss of Plesgkau on July
23, 1944 and of Narva four days later led to Finland withdrawing
from the war. Army Group North was pressed back until the front
in mid-September was a serpentine coastal sitrip 70 to 80 miles.in
width and over 400 miles long. By October 16th Army Group North
was holding defensive positions on the Courland peninsula. Soviet
forces had overrun Lithuania and were advancing on East Prussia.
The breakthrough in Lithuania prevented an orderly closing of
Dienstpost offices. They were simply overrun and many postal officials
and employees fell in battle against Red army or partisan forces.

The office of the General Postal Commissioner was withdrawn to K8slin
in Pomerania in the fall of 1944 after Soviet Forces had entered
Estonia and latvia. The rapidly dwindling number of Dienstpost offices
received their directions via land routes from X8slin and, when this
was no longer possible, by sea via East Prussia. The most important
documents, stamp supplies, money supplies of the civil authorities

and the valuable stamp collection of the General Post Commissioner
Ostland were shipped from Libau to Berlin in Oct. 1944, packed in 70
sacks and crates. Among this shipment was the money supplies of the
post offices and of the German Notenbank Ostland. Whatever became
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of this material is unknown, nothing remains in the archives of the
Minister of Posts in the German Federal Republic.

The Dienstpost offices in White Russia were overrun during a massive
Soviet offensive launched on June 22, 1944 which quickly smashed Army
Group Center. By the end of July "44 the Red Army had recaptured White
Russia and stood on the Polish border.

In the north the remaining Dienstpost offices in the Courland peninsula
("Kurland” pocket) shared facilitles with the Feldpost in Libau. Although
completly cut off from Germany by land, mail service was still possible
by sea and air. The Dienstpost quickly exhausted their supplies of the
most commonly used 6 Pfg. and 12 Pfg. stamps. The remaining 5, 10 and

20 Pfg. stamps were overprinted for 6 Pfg. while brown Feldpost parcel
concession stamps were overprinted 12 Pfg. These overprints were done

at a printing firm in Libau and were for non-military use within the
pocket.

The need to restrict Feldpost sendings to Germany led to the issuance
of special Feldpost cards ("Kurland-Schnellbrief”) with bi-sected green
Feldpost parcel concession stamps tied by the unit seal of the Libau
Feldpost office. (Fig.10).

The Ostland offices were the only Dienstpost offices 1o remain in
operation until the final surrender of the Third Reich on May 8, 1945,
The Dienstpost Alpenvorland and Adria in northern Italy ceased operations
with the capitulation of the Italian front on April 30, 1945.

Since the end of 1941, German officials of the Reichscommi-
sariat Ostland received advanced educaticn and training at
the National Sccialist "Ordensburg" (castle of the order)
Krossinsee near Falkenburg in Pomerania. This area became

a pocket of resistance when Soviet forces invaded Pomerania.
Farther north, the relocated headquarters of the General
Post Commissioner Ostland in Késlin fell to the Soviets on
March 5, 1945. The fate of its archives has never been
discovered.
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D.) Deutsche Post Ostland

1.) Development and organization

Soon after the German occupaticn had begun it became evident that
a postal system was urgently needed for the Baltic peoples. Once the
larger post offices were converted to Dienstpost offices, a civilian
postal system was established utilizing the smaller post offices.

In Lithuania a limited civil postal service between towns with Dienst-
post offices was permitted after Sept. 1, 1941. By Sept. 9th, numerous
additional Lithuanian post offices employing their former personnel
were reopened as branch offices of the Dienstpost. Finally, former
Lithuanian postal agencles ("Postagenturen") and auxiliary postal
agencies ("Posthilfstellen"”) were re-established in Cctober 1941,
bringing the entire Lithuanian postal service under the control of
German postal authorities.

In ILatvia the indigenous postal service was resumed during July and -
August '41 under the former latvian "Landespost" administration. All
Latvian postal institutions were wholey arnexed by the Deutsche Post
on Oct. 1, 1941, After Nov. 1, 1941 all smaller Iatvian post offices
were formally annexed as branch offices of the Dienstpost.

In Estonia the establishment of the Deutsche Post took much longer than
in Lithuania and ILatvia because heavy fighting took place in the
northern areas for several months. It was not until December 1941 that
Estoniawas declared a civil administrative area under a Reichs
Commissioner in Reval. Initially those Estonian post offices situated
in the districts of individuwal Dienstpost offices came under German
supervision in January 1942. Annexation of the "landespost” offices
was completed in late Feb. '42 with the establishment of the Dienstpost
office in Arensburg on the island of Oesel.

In White Russia only the German Dienstpost operated during the entire
occupation. As noted earlier, there were no indigenous personnel as in
the Baltic countries to administer a civil postal system. The limited
amount of civilian mail was therefore handled by the Dienstpost. There
were "Hilfstellen" auxiliary postal agencies at Sowchosen and Kolchosen
which were under German agricultural managers charged with improving
agricultural production in these areas. The limited civilian mail was
delivered to the nearest Dienstpost office.

The final organigzation was detailed in the April 24, 1942 decree of
the Reichs Minister for the Occupied Eastern Territories concerning
administration of the Post znd Telegraph in the Civil Administration
Cstland. The "Deutsche Dienstpost Ostland” was administratively
re-named "Deutsche Post Cstland” with the following organization:

a) General Postal Comissioner for all of the Reichscommissariate
Ostland with headquarters in Riga, Iatvia.

b) FQur Postal Commissioners for the General Commissariates Latvia,
Lithuania, Estonia and White Russia.

c) Bightyfour Dienstpost offices, branch offices and postal stations
directly under the General Postal Commissioner.
d) Six hundred and sixteen branc

by indigenous postal personne
offices.

h offices for civilian mail managed
1. These were former "Landespost”
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e) 1903 postal stations with telephone connections.
f) 3404 small auxiliary postal stations with and without telephone.

Note: a to ¢ had exclusivly German personnel, d to f were managed
by indigenous personnel.

Administratively, the branch offices were directly under the Dienstpost
offices and also recelived their guidelines from them. Postal stations
were elither under the jurisdiction of post offices or branch offices
and operated according to the manner of postal stations in the cld
Reich. Finally, auxiliary postal stations were under the jurisdiction
of individual branch offices or postal stations.

In addition to those indigenous postal employees which were absorbed
by the Dienstpost offices, a large number of employees were required
to handle the volume of civilian mail in the Deutsch Post network. For
example, the Riga Dienstpost office with all of its affiliated offices
and stations employed over 1,000 Reichs Germans and Baltic personnel

by 1944,

The growth and complexity of the postal network required experienced
postal inspectors to regulate business and financial administration.

In 1942 such positions were filled Dby experienced German inspectors

who served directly under the General Postal Commissioner in Riga. By
1943 a number of senior Iatvian postal officials were promoted to these
positions.

To reduce the burden of the General Postal Commissioner Ostland, an
administrative office was established under German supervision but

staffed with indigernous personnel selecited from the better educated
and more experienced employees of the former Baltic central pssial

administrations.

2.) General Postal Service of the Deutsche Post Ostland.
a.) Establishment and Postal Rates.

In Sept. '41 indigenous civilians in Lithuaniza were permitted
to send postecards and letters weighing up to 250 grams. Such mail was
delivered to. addressees- by indigenous mail carriers. Registered and
Printed Matter mail were permitted after Oct. 1, 1941 and letter weight
was increased to a maximum of 1000 grams. A similar situation prevailed
in Iatvia after local post offices were incorporated into the Deutsche
Post network. Postal business ("Postsache") and limited parcel post
mailings were subsequently permitted so that by Dec. 1, 1941 the postal
serviee in both of these areas nearly matched that available to Reich
Germans.

In Estonia the Estonian Post handled a provisional mail service until
the énd of 1941. After amnexation of the Estonian post by the Deutsche
Post Ostland, postal service was expanded until by February 1942 it
matched that available in the other Baltic areas. One exception was
parcel post which was not begun until April 15, 1942.

As noted earlier, the overprinted Russian stamps,-liberation issues
and local post issues were invalidated by the German authorities.

Postal rates of the German mail service in the Baltic region, after
dissolution of the "landesposts™, were the same as in Germany proper.
These rates were announced in an Aug. 16, 1941 decree of the Reichs
Post Ministry pertaining to the newly occupied Eastern territories.
A reduced rate for local mail was not introduced until July 1, 1943.
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Limited mail service to Germany proper was permitted in-Oct. '41
and expanded during the remainder of that year. Civilian mail could
be sent to other German occupied territories after Feb. "42.

In December 1942 the German Postal Ministry introduced a Zone Number
("Leitzahl") system to serve as a sort of zip code for postal districts
in Germany and the occupied territories. The Reichs Commissariat
Ostland was assigned "Postleitzahl" 5c.

b.) Mail Dispatch

The situation previously described in the Deutsche Dienstpost
Ostland section also applied here. The railroad postal system was
slowly expanded and numerous postal bus lines for personnel, mail
and parcel delivery were added. Another 1609 postal routes (by horse
and wagon) were established to provide civilian mail service to the
outlying countryside. There were z2lso 187 mail boat lines in remote
areas which were patterned after the old German boat lines.

c.) Postal Money Transfer Service-

A Post Check Office in Riga was established by the office in
Konigsberg, E. Prussia which initially serviced requests for money
orders for Lithuania and Iatvia beginning Dec. 1, 1941. By April 1,
1942 this office absorbed the former latvian postal savings service
and thereafter offered both money transfers and savings accounts as
the "Scheck-und Postsparkassenamt Riga" (Check and Postal Savings
Office Riga") with its own cancelling devices.
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d .) Personnel

As previously noted, there were a small number of German personnel
in the "Einsatz Ostland”-which were employed in the larger Dienstpost
offices which also processed mail from civil post offices. There were
usually two or three German supervisors while the former indigenous
officials continued employment as counter clerks. In smaller offices
which had no German personnel, the indigenous administrators remained
and were continuously supervised by district supervisors who reported
to the General Post Commissioner.

é.) Stamps

During the early months of the German occupation a chaotic
condition existed in the Baltic states as regards available stamps.
While remaining stocks of Russian stamps were officially declared
invalid, this order could not be implemented everywhere due to a lack
of alternate stamps. Some civil post offices had stored the older
Lithuanian, Latvian and Egtonian stamps which were placed in service for
provisional mail service. Also, as previously noted, overprinted Russian
stamps, liberation stamps and, in Estonia, local stamps were valid at
various times. In addition, Hindenburg definitives and other German
stamps brought in by the occupation employees were valid as were stamps
of the General Gouvermment which arrived with German administration
staffs transfered from the G.G. and were allowed for a brief period.
On Nov., 1, '41 Hitler definitive stamps overprinted YOstland" were
received from the State Printing Bureau in Berlin.

revYyey. |

Examples of Lithuanian
"Liberation" overprinted
Russian stamps are 10K
at left with o'print
"NEPRIKLAUSOMA/LIETUVA/
1941-VI-23" and 50K in
center o'printed "Laisvas/
1941-VI-27/Rokiskis".
The Estonian stamp at
right issued in Odenp&h
on July 22, 1941.

Dienstpost offices, branch offices and postal stations received orders

to sell only the "Ostland" stamps. The use of Hindenburg and other

German stamps was permitted but were nect available from post offices

in the Ostland. A Tew organizations with Dienstpost privileges, such

as Technische Nothilfe (a technical auxiliary of the police which was
trained for emergencies and maintenance of vital public services) had
German official stamps. These were rarely used as most such organizations
used free franks while stationed in the occupied territories.

After March 31,42 only "Ostland" stamps were permitted on mail dispatched
from post offices of the Reichs Commissariat Ostland. The invalidated
native stamps (Soviet, Baltic and overprints) were to be turned in o

the stamp distribution office of the General Postal Commissioner in

Riga and exchanged for "Ostland" stamps. The officials in Rigzs made
these native stamps available to the Reichspost Ministry and gave out
others as presents to employees of the Gen. Postal Commissioner and
Reichs Commissioner. Many Russian stamps were found in large quantities
by German soldiers capturing undamaged post offices. This booty often
wound up in the handsg of German stamp dealers durin§ and after the war.
The native stamps which were officially sent to Berlin were donated to
the Reichs Post Museum but dissapeared during the battle of Berlin.

B oAb oaaasaaskesne bk
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f.) "Ostarbeiter” Mail

The "Ostarbeilitern” were laborers of Russian nationality from the
occupied Russian territories who had been sent to Germany illegally
and usually against their will. In Feb.'43, special Sender/Reply cards
were produced for use by the "Ostarbeiter”. Printed in German, Russian
and Ukrainian, these cards were especially important in White Russia
because a large number of laborers from this region had been sent to
Germany. The reply cards and limited parcel post which could be sent
to these workers was handled by the post offices of the Gen. Postal
Commissioner Ostland.

Iaborers of Baltic nationality did not fall under the limited Ostarbeiter
mail arrangements. They could cerrespond with their rélatives through

the normal civilian mail system at domestic postal rates and were
allowed to recelve parcels from them. This mail was routed through the
German censorship office in Konigsberg.

Fig. 12) Christmas card [/ . WA e gy e
sent in Dec.'42 %o Reval,
Estonia from a German f
Iabor Service ("Reichs-
arbeitsdienst”) camp in L
Jena, Germany. Note the g, Ay e .
"Ogtland™ stamp and red - f{;;_’i'fﬁu"nfﬂﬂ. o -'r.,uwg}'.;-g_.\\
German censor handstamp Foroowd FA
of the Kénigsbreg office.
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g.) "Hilfswillige" Mail

The German Army contained about one million former Soviet citizens.
Most were prisoners of war but there were also deserters from the Red
Army and even Russians from the pre-war waves of emigration. These
were all designated "Hilfswilligen" (Volunteers) or "Hiwi". They were
used strictly as auxiliaries; one of their main functions being the
driving and care of army transportation horses. In 1943 the German
Postal Ministry announced postal service for “"Hiwis" with relatives
in German-occupied Russia. A special Sender/Reply Feldpost card was
produced by the National Printing Works as Fp L9 Din AS. These cards
(see Fig.13 ) were distributed to "Hiwis" by the Feldpost. Completed
cards were first forwarded to the special POW section of the Berlin
censor office and then sent to the German Dienstpost office nearest
to the intended recipient. Such mailings were of importance to the
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population of White Russia. As there was no civilian postal service
in "Weissruthenien", Dienstpost offices delivered "Hiwi" Feldpost
cards and accepted the response portions. These were also routed
through the Berlin censor office before being forwarded to the unit

of the "Hiwi".

Fig. 13) Front
& back of the
return half of
"Hiwi" Feldpost
card has text:
"Postdienst rir
ehemalige russ-
ische Kriegsge-
fangege" (Mail
gservice for
former Russian
POWs ). This was
sent from Minsgk
in White Russda
to Fp.# 09455
(Special HQ
Holfeld of the
Commander of
Security Div.
203). Censor
handstamp was
added by Berlin
office.
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IV.) Place Names in the Ostland

The leaders of the Third Reich never publicly revealed their plans
for the Baltic territories after the war had been won. They might have
been given Protectorate status like Bohemia and Moravia or annexed as
"Reichsgaue” in a Greater Germany extending from Burgundy to Narva. It
ig of little importance to postal historians except to explain the
efforts made to germanize the Ostland. At the suggestion of the Reichs
Minister for the Occupied Eastern Territories, the postal service tried
to Germanize many town names in order to make mail service easier. This
was relatively easy in those areas which for centuries had been under
the political and cultural influence of the Teutonic Knights and,.later,
under the German Dukes of Kurland and Livland. German names for Riga,
Libau, Mitau, Reval, Dorpat, Goldingen, Wilna, etc. had been part of
the German vocabulary for centuries. Initially the German postal
administrators preferred the Baltic names, which remained on cancels
and registry labels used for civilian Ostland mail. Only the larger
towns with germanic names received new dual language German-style
registry labels produced in Germany.

The Dienstpost offices used German town designations from the start,
primarily because they were located in larger towns such as those
named above which had CGerman names for centuries until replaced by
Russian names and from 1919 by Baltiec names. .

An effort was made in 1943 to use more German language in all walks
of life, e.g. railroad, mail, administration of town names, street
names, etc. This was carried out most intensively in Lithuwania, where
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the sense of nationalism was not as strongly developed
as in Iatvia and Estonia. The main obstacle in this
effort was the difficulty in aquiring new dual language
cancelling devices due to shortages of materials. When
new cancellers were obtained, they were often in German
with no Lithuanian town name. Registry labels were not
as difficult to procure and were supplied to most branch
offices, again often in German only. A few German postal
supervisors with good connections acguired special branch office cancels
with German names and number designations 1 thru 8 in Lithuania. These
were manufactured locally although procurement wasg supposed To be done
through the General Postal Commissariat in Riga. There is a theory that
e these numbered "Postzwelgstelle” cancels were part of a

/2060¢ =, frial to be implemented later in all of the Ostland. This
§v/”"““‘¢‘ does not seem probable because all of these cancels were
f?'Q&S 0 \ confined to one small area in Lithuania.

4 4T

o 4] The German renaming of Iatyian towns falls into two groups,:.
\32? ﬁ>7 one relating to the historical past while the other came

\\igﬁggﬁ atout in an effort to give every Iatvian town an alternate

German name. The names in the first group were not really

new German names but germanization of Iatvian and Livonian town names
which had:already been in use along with the indigenous names. In the
gecond group the naming was arbitrary with no consideration of the
Iatvian names. These changes were painful for patriotic Iatvians and
Baltic~-Germans. 01d Ostland postal employees later insisted that the
search for German names was done carefully but it was sometimes not
possible to select a fitting name. Often the effort was prolonged,
resulting in the continued use of Iatvian and Lithuanian registry labels
with indigenous names still being produced late in 1943.

ts

This is the reason why BEstonia had the fewest German or dual-language
cancels and registry labels. Often the German name was simply an added
“germanized” ending to the Estonian name. Exceptions are, of course,
+those towns with historical German names such as Dorpat, Arensburg,
Pernau, Reval, Wesenberg, Welssenstein, etc. The search for German
names was made even more difficult by pronunciation errors and a
misunderstanding of & strange town's name. These errors frequently led
to revisions to the originally selected name such as:

ILatvian Abrene German Cancel a) Abrene b) Abrehnen

" . Indra " # a) Indra ) Baldenau

m v Aizpute i " a) Hasenpot b) Hasenpoth

" " Pokrowo i " a2} Kaceni b) Katzehnen
Estonian Kuressare * ¥ a) Ahrensburg b) Arensburg/Oesel
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(to be continued)



TRSG Vol.. XX No. 2 {(Whole No. 79) April 1986 Page 9

Beutsche Bienstpost Gstland
(Part 3)

V.) The Collapse of the Deutsche Post Ostland

Whatever has been previously stated about the Deutsche Diensipost
also applied to the offices of the Deutsche Post Ostiand. Only the
Ceneral Postal Commigsioner himself withdrew, as noted earlier, to
Pomerania. The excellent German-style posial system in the entire
Ostland was destroyed piece by piece by the advancing Red Army. It
is possible that some of the Baltic landespost officials stayed on
and worked for the Russians, if they had not fled west with the German
forces. No information on this subject has ever been published in the
wegt. The Russians took over the posital inventory not already destroyed
in the fighting. German cancels were still used in Riga in 1949 by the
Russian post offices because new ones were not issued due to a lack
of materials.

VI.) Cancellations of the Ostland

Contrary to-the postal situations in former Polish territories, a
clear distinction between cancels of the Deutsche Dienstpost Ostland
and Deutsche Post Ostland is possible, at least for those Diensipost
offices established before April 1942, bécause Dienstpost offices had
cancels inscribed "Deutsche Dienstpost Ostland". On the following page
is a listing of DDPO offices and branch offices ("ZdA") which appeared
in the Amtsblatt RPM following the decree establishing a General Post
Commissioner for the Ostland territory early in 1942. Adjacent to the
German town names are the native town names {(“"Frilhere Ortsbezeichung")
and routing offices {("Leitort”). In addition, the following Dienstpost
offices were established subsequent to to thig Amtsblatt listing:

Latvia (Lettland)

DpA Lilast (Iager), lett. Lilaste-nometne, Leitort: Tilsdt 2. - a troop
training center opened Jan. 1, 1943 as FPoststelle of DpA Riga.

DpA Wainoden (Kr. Libau)-Iager, lett. Vainode-nometne, Leitort: Memel -
a troop training center opened August 15, 1943 asg Posistelle of DpA
Prekuln.

Lithuania (Litauen)

DpA Radwilischken (Kr. Schaulen) 2, 1it. Radviliskis, Leitort: Tilsit B
- established May 24, 1942 as Poststelle of DpA Schaulen.

Estonia (Estland)

DpA Arensburg (Oesel), estn. Kuressare, Leitort: Tilsit - established
February 1, 1942.

DpA Hapsal, estn. Haapsalu, Leitort: Tilsit - established Feb. 7, 1942,
DpdA Jewe, estn. Jovi, Leitort: Tilgit - established May 17, 1943.

DpA Kiwitli, estn. Kivioli, Leitort: Tilsit - established June 1, 1943,
DpA Narwa, estn. Narva, Leitort: Tilsit - established Feb. 10, 1942.

DpA Sillamigi, estn. Sillamie, Leitort: Tilsit - established June 1, 1943.

DpA Slanzy iiber Narwa, Leitort: Tilsit - established Dec. 5, 1942 as
a Pogtstelle of DpA Narwa.




April 1986

~

Page 10 TRSG Vol. XX No. 2 (Wnhole No. 79)
’ Anlage zur AmtsbiVf, Nr. 3/1942
Dienstpostéimter
im Bereich des Generalposthommissars Ostland
Name Frithere : N - Frith
: . Leitort ame rithere .

_ des Dicpstpostamts Ortsbezeichnung des Dienstpostamts |  Orishezeichnung i
Abrehnen ....... .. | lett. Jaunlatgale ... | Tilsit D, oy o e H.t' :i}ytus. """" Ezycltkau
Alt-Schwanenburg . |lett. Gulbene ...... Tilsit SESEINEE. 5 ros oy lit Z.a_r SR e g L:_;dﬂcw
Baranowitsche ..... russ. Baranowicze Brest-Litowsk gcrngu (Ostlans) e Lammy Lo L
Bauske ........... lett. Bauska ....... Tilsit etschur ..o el Bafepil e
- T ot T . ) _ russ. Petschory .. Tilsit

........... . Birzai (Birzi) .. ] Tilsit Polangen .........Jlit. Palanga ....... {Memel
Dorpat ....cooon.. est. Tarts oo vsven Tilsit Z4A Krottingen
Diinaburg ......-.. lett. Daugavpils .. . Eydtkau Poneweseh ....... lit. Panevezys ..... Eydtkau
gellin (t?sﬂan&) g 1i.ast. Viljaudi ...... Tilsit Preekuln ......... lett. Priekule ..... Memel
ravenburg .......}lett. Saldus ....... Tilsit Raseinen lit. Raseiniai Eydik
Miiuranad Lo ch o IR -l B I Bl L AASEINIAL L. el } 4au
(Kr Goldingen) {Rossieny)
Ge(r‘)\rgenburg «oov.. |t Jurbarkas ... Eydtkau Reval ............{est.Tallinn ....... | Tilsit
Memel) - Riga ...oovnvnnnn. lett. Riga ........ Tilsit
?Igf S%:;};il::). Rekischken ....... lit. Rokiskis ....... Eydtkan
: o (Rakischii)
Goldingen ......... Jett. I\!ﬂdxga ...... Memel Rositten (Ostland) . | lett. Rezekne ...... Tilsit
}}fasegpoth g }ett. :'[Laz_pute_ ...... | M.en.:el Rujen ............ lett. Rujiena ...... Tilsit
JJ%(:I it;gt (D;Jm:}) .. |lett. Jekabpils ..... ] Tilsit Schaken (KrSchaken) | lit. Sakiai (Sehaki). . . | Eydtkau
e Dii:; z‘]';f”‘:_‘)g Schaylen ......... lit. Siauliai ....... Tilsit
Sk .. ’—‘ Lt Joniskis ... Tilsit Sc%g:ing(gﬁ?nellen . | lit. Svencioneliai ... | Eydtkau
(Xr Schaulen} (Janischki) - tschioni's“en-
E130:) | lit. K i :
Baazn : pi&lil.lr;gz,wno ... | Eydthau Schnventschionys lit. Svencionys .... | Eydtkau
K edahnen - ... lit. Kedainiai ... .. Eydtkau Slomint veuvnnnnn.. russ. Slon'im ..... -Bf'ES;t-LitOWSk
o (K Biip) Vit TGS -5 550 Tilsit ’I“alsen ........... leit. Talsi ........ Tflsft
ZdA Llajorenhof . THES s finr b tims o ast. Tapa . coeu vns Tilsit
Kibarten ... ... . At Kybartai ...... Exdikau Tauroggen ....... lit. Tawragé ....... Tilsit
ZdA Wilkowisch- {Kibarty) Telsehe wovusaies 1it. Telsiai (Telschi) | Memel
” kenb ekt ructo] oy Tockam .......... lett. Tukums ...... { Tilsit
sreuzhurg .. ...... ett. hrustpils ..... 18y Ctena ..... lit. Utena
&rDimaburgy | VT ’ o -dtkau
L yss. Uciany . ... | Eydtkau
Krottingen ....... lit. Kretinga ...... AMemel Walk (Ostland) 1 .. Jest. Valga ........ Tilsit
| o {Kretingale) Walk (Ostland} 2 .. §lett. Valka ........ Tilsit
Lemsal (Kr Wolmar) { leit. Limbazi ...... Tilsit ZdA Wolmar
Yabatl coeesen s e lett. Liepaja ...... AMeme) Weilienstein (Ost-
Lide ... . s o T Evdtkau 5315 est. Paide ......... Tilsit
Tudsen ..ooovon... TR B o con s Tilsit Wenden (Ostland) . §lett. Cesis ......... Tilsit
Majorentof ....... lett. Majori ....... Tilsit Ve sune smse sin est. Vorg ......... Tilsit
Mariampol ....... Tit. Marijompole ... | Evdikau Wesenherg (Ostland) { est. Rakvere ...... Tilsit
M:u'ienb‘}?{! ....... lett. Aluksne ...... Tilsit Wiletka ..., russ. Wilejka ... Eydtkau
(Kr Walk) Wiltkomir ........ iit. Ukmerge, Vilk-
Mingk (Ostland) russ. Minsk ....... Evdthan s . TEEPES <owvr rimr wisd Eydtkau
Mitaw . lett. Jelgawa ...... Pilsit '\_‘:!komschken - ... p1it. Vilkaviskis Eydtkau
Modohn ..........}lett. Madona ...... Tilsit WL 50mce s e e lit 'ﬂ;iin%s,
: ; " oln. Wilno . .... Ly dikar
iizizﬁ:iino ..... gl_t:h:\.;a\lot'dttczno 5.4 I‘,‘?-d_tk.-m “:indau S leti:. Vents;)ixig R %lcslntil;s "
3 feeeean i -(é\fillzri:,\'sz:wé)j <een § Tilsit Wolmar ........ . Ie{tf:_i'a}miera . Tilsit
Nowogrodek ...... russ. Nowogrodek . . | Brest-Litowsk
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White Russia (Weissruthenien)

DpA Glebokie, pol. Glubokjie,leitort:? - established March
DpA Hansewitsche, pol. Hancewizce, Leitort:? - est. Sept.

DpA Smolewitsche (Ostland), russ. Smolelewitsch, Leitort:
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16, 1942.
11, 1942,
Eydtkau -

established August 1, 19@3,
DpA Stolpce, russ. Stolpce, Leitort: Eydtkau - est. March 1, 1943.

Dienstpost offices are listed as "DpA" and civilian offices as "DPOstl.”.
In the years 1943 till 1944 the civilian mail service expanded to a

full network. Often Dienstpost and Feldpost covers were cancelled with
former Baltic Landespost cancels or new German-style civil mail cancels.
There are several explanations for this. For example,a Dienstpost cancel
may have been locked up and the Indigenous postal official, who also
processed Dienstpost even if not officially permitted, would use his
civilian canceller. By contrast, civilian letters with Dienstpost cancels

are Very rare.

Fig. 14) Dienstpost
mail to Military
Records Office in
Landeshut, . Germany
from "Zollgrenz-
schutz" (Border
Defense) unit has
DDPO routing mark
but was cancelled
with Iandespost
cancel in Xaruse,
Estonia in May ‘44.
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Because of space limitations I have decided not to include a listing
of DPOstl offices in this article. A complete listing would include
over 6000 offices. Even Dr. Schultz' book includes only those DPOstl.

offices which were subject to "germanization™.

bl offices in Estonia, 110 in Iithuania and 129 in Iatvia.

His listings include

Only a few Dienstpost offices had Ger